Guidewire assisted cephalic vein cutdown for insertion of totally implantable access ports.
Totally implantable access ports (TIAP) placed by the cephalic vein cutdown technique have high failure rates. We describe a guidewire assisted technique of the cephalic vein cutdown for TIAP placement that can be easily introduced catheter when difficulties in insertion of the catheter. The key point of the presented technique is the use of J guidewire to go beyond the stenosis and advancement of catheter through the guidewire into the superior vena cava. We used this technique for introducing the catheter in six patients without failure or complication. The presented technique is easy and simple. It can be used where there are difficulties in insertion of the catheter by cephalic vein cutdown method.